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The Meaning of the Old Testament Story 
 
Last week we went over the overall of story of the Old Testament.  This week, we are 
going to talk about what this story means according to the New Testament 
 
I. Headings of the Old Testament Story 
 

1. Adam & the Fall 
2. Abraham & the Patriarchs 
3. Moses & the Exodus 
4. The Conquest & the Judges 
5. The United Kingdom of Israel 
6. The Divided Kingdom of Israel & Judah 
7. Invasion and Exile 
8. Return from Exile 

 
II. The Old Testament Story is Ultimately About and Is Fulfilled in Jesus 
 
In Christianity, we always say that the Bible is about Jesus Christ or that Jesus is the 
subject of the Bible.  When understood as fragments or pieces, it is very difficult to see 
how the Old Testament is about Jesus.  The four gospel accounts (Matthew, Mark, Luke, 
& John) and the rest of the New Testament may be clearly centered on Him, but the Old 
Testament seemingly talks about Him indirectly and not very often.  Well, from the 
opening chapters of Genesis, there is a promise and expectation of an offspring or child 
that will crush his enemies and rule over the world (Genesis 3:15).  The Old Testament 
puts into place people, events, & places that give layers and meaning (significance) to 
this promise which is fulfilled in Christ.  Jesus himself had this perspective of the Old 
Testament and taught it to His disciples. 

Matthew 5:17-18 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; 
I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. 18 For truly, I say to you, until 
heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is 
accomplished. 

Matthew 26:52-56  Then Jesus said to him, “Put your sword back into its place. For 
all who take the sword will perish by the sword. 53  Do you think that I cannot appeal to 
my Father, and he will at once send me more than twelve legions of angels? 54  But how 
then should the Scriptures be fulfilled, that it must be so?” 55 At that hour Jesus said to 
the crowds, “Have you come out as against a robber, with swords and clubs to capture 
me? Day after day I sat in the temple teaching, and you did not seize me. 56 But all this 
has taken place that the Scriptures of the prophets might be fulfilled.” Then all the 
disciples left him and fled. 
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Luke 22:37   For I tell you that this Scripture must be fulfilled in me: 'And he was 
numbered with the transgressors.' For what is written about me has its 
fulfillment." 

Luke 24:13-27 That very day two of them were going to a village named Emmaus, 
about seven miles from Jerusalem, 14 and they were talking with each other about all 
these things that had happened. 15 While they were talking and discussing together, 
Jesus himself drew near and went with them. 16  But their eyes were kept from 
recognizing him. 17 And he said to them, “What is this conversation that you are holding 
with each other as you walk?” And they stood still, looking sad. 18 Then one of them, 
named Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only visitor to Jerusalem who does not 
know the things that have happened there in these days?” 19 And he said to them, “What 
things?” And they said to him, “Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, a man who was a prophet 
mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, 20 and how our chief priests 
and rulers delivered him up to be condemned to death, and crucified him. 21 But we had 
hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third 
day since these things happened. 22 Moreover, some women of our company amazed us. 
They were at the tomb early in the morning, 23 and when they did not find his body, 
they came back saying that they had even seen a vision of angels, who said that he was 
alive. 24 Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the 
women had said, but him they did not see.” 25 And he said to them, “O foolish ones, and 
slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! 26 Was it not necessary that 
the Christ should suffer these things and enter into his glory?” 27 And beginning with 
Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things 
concerning himself. 28 So they drew near to the village to which they were going. He 
acted as if he were going farther,  29 but they urged him strongly, saying, "Stay with us, 
for it is toward evening and the day is now far spent." So he went in to stay with them.  
30 When he was at table with them, he took the bread and blessed and broke it and gave 
it to them.  31 And their eyes were opened, and they recognized him. And he vanished 
from their sight.  32 They said to each other, "Did not our hearts burn within us while he 
talked to us on the road, while he opened to us the Scriptures?" 

Luke 24:44-49   Then he said to them, "These are my words that I spoke to you while I 
was still with you, that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the 
Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled."  45 Then he opened their minds to 
understand the Scriptures,  46 and said to them, "Thus it is written, that the Christ 
should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead,  47 and that repentance and 
forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from 
Jerusalem.  48 You are witnesses of these things.  49 And behold, I am sending the 
promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power 
from on high." 

John 5:39-47  You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have 
eternal life; and it is they that bear witness about me, 40 yet you refuse to come to me 
that you may have life. 41  I do not receive glory from people. 42 But I know that you do 
not have the love of God within you. 43 I have come in my Father's name, and you do 
not receive me. If another comes in his own name, you will receive him. 44 How can you 
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believe, when you receive glory from one another and do not seek the glory that comes 
from the only God? 45 Do not think that I will accuse you to the Father. There is one 
who accuses you: Moses, on whom you have set your hope. 46 For if you believed 
Moses, you would believe me; for he wrote of me. 47 But if you do not believe his 
writings, how will you believe my words?” 

John 7:38-39   Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, 'Out of his heart will 
flow rivers of living water.'"  39 Now this he said about the Spirit, whom those who 
believed in him were to receive, for as yet the Spirit had not been given, because Jesus 
was not yet glorified. 

Romans 1:1-6  Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the 
gospel of God,  2 which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy 
Scriptures,  3 concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to the 
flesh  4 and was declared to be the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of 
holiness by his resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord,  5 through whom we 
have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith for the sake of 
his name among all the nations,  6 including you who are called to belong to Jesus 
Christ 

Romans 15:1-13  We who are strong have an obligation to bear with the failings of the 
weak, and not to please ourselves.  2 Let each of us please his neighbor for his good, to 
build him up.  3 For Christ did not please himself, but as it is written, "The reproaches of 
those who reproached you fell on me."  4 For whatever was written in former days 
was written for our instruction, that through endurance and through the encouragement 
of the Scriptures we might have hope.  5 May the God of endurance and 
encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one another, in accord with 
Christ Jesus,  6 that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.  7 Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for 
the glory of God.  8 For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the circumcised to 
show God's truthfulness, in order to confirm the promises given to the 
patriarchs,  9 and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is 
written, "Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles, and sing to your name."  10 
And again it is said, "Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people."  11 And again, "Praise the 
Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples extol him."  12 And again Isaiah says, "The 
root of Jesse will come, even he who arises to rule the Gentiles; in him will the Gentiles 
hope."  13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the 
power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope. 

1 Corinthians 10:1-12  I want you to know, brothers, that our fathers were all under 
the cloud, and all passed through the sea,  2 and all were baptized into Moses in the 
cloud and in the sea,  3 and all ate the same spiritual food,  4 and all drank the same 
spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual Rock that followed them, and the Rock 
was Christ.  5 Nevertheless, with most of them God was not pleased, for they were 
overthrown in the wilderness.  6 Now these things took place as examples for us, 
that we might not desire evil as they did.  7 Do not be idolaters as some of them were; as 
it is written, "The people sat down to eat and drink and rose up to play."  8 We must not 
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indulge in sexual immorality as some of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in a 
single day.  9 We must not put Christ to the test, as some of them did and were 
destroyed by serpents,  10 nor grumble, as some of them did and were destroyed by the 
Destroyer.  11 Now these things happened to them as an example, but they were 
written down for our instruction, on whom the end of the ages has come.  12 
Therefore let anyone who thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall. 

2 Timothy 3:14-17  But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly 
believed, knowing from whom you learned it  15 and how from childhood you have been 
acquainted with the sacred writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation 
through faith in Christ Jesus.  16 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable 
for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness,  17 that the 
man of God may be competent, equipped for every good work. 

III. A Summary of the Old Testament Story in Light of the Gospel 

Hebrews 11:1-40  Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of 
things not seen.  2 For by it the people of old received their commendation.  Adam & 
the Fall  3 By faith we understand that the universe was created by the word of God, so 
that what is seen was not made out of things that are visible.  4 By faith Abel offered to 
God a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain, through which he was commended as 
righteous, God commending him by accepting his gifts. And through his faith, though he 
died, he still speaks.  5 By faith Enoch was taken up so that he should not see death, and 
he was not found, because God had taken him. Now before he was taken he was 
commended as having pleased God.  6 And without faith it is impossible to please him, 
for whoever would draw near to God must believe that he exists and that he rewards 
those who seek him.  7 By faith Noah, being warned by God concerning events as yet 
unseen, in reverent fear constructed an ark for the saving of his household. By this he 
condemned the world and became an heir of the righteousness that comes by faith.  
Abraham & the Patriarchs  8 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out 
to a place that he was to receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where 
he was going.  9 By faith he went to live in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, 
living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise.  10 For he was 
looking forward to the city that has foundations, whose designer and builder is God.  11 
By faith Sarah herself received power to conceive, even when she was past the age, since 
she considered him faithful who had promised.  12 Therefore from one man, and him as 
good as dead, were born descendants as many as the stars of heaven and as many as the 
innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.  13 These all died in faith, not having 
received the things promised, but having seen them and greeted them from afar, and 
having acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles on the earth.  14 For people 
who speak thus make it clear that they are seeking a homeland.  15 If they had been 
thinking of that land from which they had gone out, they would have had opportunity to 
return.  16 But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore 
God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared for them a city.  17 By 
faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the 
promises was in the act of offering up his only son,  18 of whom it was said, "Through 
Isaac shall your offspring be named."  19 He considered that God was able even to raise 
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him from the dead, from which, figuratively speaking, he did receive him back.  20 By 
faith Isaac invoked future blessings on Jacob and Esau.  21 By faith Jacob, when dying, 
blessed each of the sons of Joseph, bowing in worship over the head of his staff.  22 By 
faith Joseph, at the end of his life, made mention of the exodus of the Israelites and gave 
directions concerning his bones. Moses & the Exodus 23 By faith Moses, when he was 
born, was hidden for three months by his parents, because they saw that the child was 
beautiful, and they were not afraid of the king's edict.  24 By faith Moses, when he was 
grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter,  25 choosing rather to be 
mistreated with the people of God than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin.  26 He 
considered the reproach of Christ greater wealth than the treasures of Egypt, for he was 
looking to the reward.  27 By faith he left Egypt, not being afraid of the anger of the king, 
for he endured as seeing him who is invisible.  28 By faith he kept the Passover and 
sprinkled the blood, so that the Destroyer of the firstborn might not touch them.  29 By 
faith the people crossed the Red Sea as if on dry land, but the Egyptians, when they 
attempted to do the same, were drowned. The Conquest & the Judges 30 By faith 
the walls of Jericho fell down after they had been encircled for seven days.  31 By faith 
Rahab the prostitute did not perish with those who were disobedient, because she had 
given a friendly welcome to the spies.  32 And what more shall I say? For time would fail 
me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of (The United Kingdom of Israel) 
David and Samuel and the prophets-  33 who through faith conquered kingdoms, 
enforced justice, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions,  34 quenched the 
power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, were made strong out of weakness, became 
mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight.  35 Women received back their dead by 
resurrection. Some were tortured, refusing to accept release, so that they might rise 
again to a better life.  36 Others suffered mocking and flogging, and even chains and 
imprisonment.  37 They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were killed with the 
sword. They went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, afflicted, mistreated-  38 
of whom the world was not worthy- wandering about in deserts and mountains, and in 
dens and caves of the earth.  39 And all these, though commended through their faith, 
did not receive what was promised,  40 since God had provided something better 
for us, that apart from us they should not be made perfect. 


