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The Book of 1 Kings 
 

Summary of 1 Kings: 
History of David’s son Solomon ruling as king, and then the kingdom dividing into 2 
nations after Solomon’s death where we are introduced to the prophet Elijah, who is 
raised up to confront Israel’s idolatry 
 
Outline: 
1 Kings easily divides into two sections: United Kingdom and Divided Kingdom 
I. The United Kingdom: The 40 Year Reign of Solomon (1:1-11) 
II. The Divided Kingdom: The First 80 Years of the Two Kingdoms (12-22) 

 
Major Passages influencing 1 Kings: 
Genesis 3:15 
Genesis 12,15,17,22 
Exodus 3 
Joshua 1 
2 Samuel 7 
 
Major Developments in 1 Kings: 
Solomon and the Temple (8:1-9:9) 
The Fame of Solomon (10:1-29) 
The Failure of Solomon (11:1-13) 
The Prophetic Ministry of Elijah (17:1-19:18) 
 

Christ as Seen in 1 Kings: 

Like David, Solomon is one of the greatest types in the Old Testament of Christ, 
portraying Messiah in His future reign on earth. Solomon especially does this as his 
fame, glory, wealth, and honor all speak of Christ in His earthly kingdom. Solomon also 
portrays Christ in the great wisdom he demonstrated: 

 

Matthew 12:42 “The queen of the South will rise up at the judgment with this 
generation and condemn it, for she came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom 
of Solomon, and behold, something greater than Solomon is here.” 

 

We could say that on the kingly side of things in 1 Kings that Solomon is a pattern of 
Jesus.  We could also say that on the prophetic side that Elijah is a pattern of Jesus.  
Elijah is much like Moses in the scope of his prophetic ministry.  He multiplied food, he 
raised a child from the dead, he confronted the king, he confronted false prophets, his 
prayer altered the weather, he trained disciples, and he gloriously ascended to heaven.  
People identified Jesus as Elijah consistently through his ministry.  And Elijah even 
appeared with Moses and Jesus on the Mount of Transfiguration (Matt.17:1-13; Mark 
9:2-8; Luke 9:28-36). 
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Matthew 16:13-14 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he 
asked his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14 And they said, 
“Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the 
prophets.” 
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