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I. How would you summarize the Bible?
Have you ever thought about it? Has anyone ever asked you to sum up the Bible for them? Some
people think that it is not necessary to understand the Bible as a whole as long as they under the
gospel of Jesus. But people don’t often think that the gospel of Jesus is actually is a summary of the
Bible. In fact, Jesus and the disciples understood the gospel as the overarching story line of the Bible.

II. Major Factors Involved in Summarizing the Bible
Summarizing the Bible is not exactly the easiest task for many Christians because we are forced to
factor in so many details. We are dealing with over 2000 years of biblical history written by 30-40
authors into 66 documents (39 in the OT, 27 in the NT) with at least 12 different literary genres.
Below I highlight 2 major factors involved in summarizing the Bible: the history of the Bible, and the
function of the Old Testament.

A. The History of the Bible

Courtesy of the ESV Study Bible (copyright 2008 Crossway Publishers)
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Courtesy of the ESV Study Bible (copyright 2008 Crossway Publishers)

B. The Function of the Old Testament
In Christianity, we always say that the Bible is about Jesus Christ or that Jesus is the subject of the
Bible. This is very obvious in the New Testament, but not obvious from the Old Testament. After all,
even Jesus himself said that the Old Testament teaches us of him:

Luke 24:27 And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them
in all the Scriptures the things concerning himself.

How can this be so? The Old Testament never refers explicitly to the name Jesus the Christ or Jesus
of Nazareth. If I wrote a letter or even a book about you, and never even mentioned your name, how
could I say that what I was writing was about you? Well, I could refer to you in other ways other
than your name. I could refer to you as the husband or wife of so and so. I could refer to you as the
son or daughter of so and so. I could refer to you by your occupation or title at your work. I could
refer to you as the man or women who live at such and such address. I could refer to you by way of
comparison to other people you may resemble or the type of person you are in order to paint a
picture in people’s minds. God employs all of these means to describe the coming Messiah of Israel
and Savior of the world in the Old Testament. Jesus and the authors of the New Testament
understood the patterns of description about Jesus in the Old Testament, and focused quite
specifically on His resemblance to figures and events in the Old Testament. He is:

 A new Noah (Luke 17:26)

 A new Moses (John 1:17)

 A new David (Matthew 12:1-7)

 A new Solomon (Matthew 12:42)

 A new Elijah (Mark 6:15)

 A new Jonah (Luke 11:29-30)
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III. A Proposed Summary of the Bible
The Bible makes clear in a great many texts that God created what he created (the world) to
demonstrate his infinite value (see for instance the great passages of Isaiah 40-55). The big problem
or question we should all ask as Christians, however, is how do we, as humans and creatures,
demonstrate his infinite value? We should ask that because it is also clear that we do sin and fall
short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23). I would propose to you that it is precisely because we fall
short of the glory of God as creatures that we demonstrate his infinite value by way of comparison. I
would argue that in the Bible, that God does this on a small scale (in Adam) and on a large scale (in
Israel).

A. Adam
God created Adam as the pinnacle of creation to resemble him more particularly than anything else
as God made him in His image (Genesis 1:26-18). This answers the question whether this is the best
that God could creation or could he have done better, because nothing in creation resemble or
compares to him more than man.

1. Covenant1

God tested this resemblance by conditionally covenanting with Adam such that Adam would be
charged to do what God would do (discharged a divine duty) by judging the Serpent (Genesis 2:8-
25). Now, this is not obvious because we are told that Adam should not eat from the Tree of the
Knowledge of Good & Evil (Genesis 2:17). However, because of the context of trees in the garden and
the charge to keep and guard (Genesis 2:15) in the historical context lead me to believe that Adam
should have judged the Serpent at the tree and banish or exile him from the garden.

2. Sin
As we all know, Genesis 3 recounts that Adam failed to discharge their duty, thus displaying that
they are not God and cannot do his work (Genesis 3:6-7):

So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to
the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit
and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate. 7 Then
the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked. And they sewed
fig leaves together and made themselves loincloths.

3. Exile
God banishes Adam (and Eve) from the Garden of Eden such that God guarded the way back to the
Garden (Genesis 3:22-24):

Then the LORD God said, "Behold, the man has become like one of us in knowing
good and evil. Now, lest he reach out his hand and take also of the tree of life and eat,

1 Covenant-making is accomplished through a solemn process of ratification. Characteristically this transaction centers in the swearing
of an oath, with its sanctioning curse. Clearly a covenant is a legal kind of arrangement, a formal disposition of a binding nature. At
the heart of a covenant is an act of commitment and the customary oath-form of this commitment reveals the nature of the transaction.
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and live forever--" 23 therefore the LORD God sent him out from the garden of Eden
to work the ground from which he was taken. 24 He drove out the man, and at the
east of the garden of Eden he placed the cherubim and a flaming sword that turned
every way to guard the way to the tree of life.

4. Restoration Promise
God then steps in to judge the Serpent, as only He can do, and in so doing unconditionally covenants
to restore Adam/Eve by coming in the flesh as their Offspring to crush the Serpent (Genesis 3:15):

I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her
offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.

B. Israel
As this promise of restoration flows from Adam to his offspring, his offspring become evident as
opposed to the Serpent’s offspring (see Genesis 4-11). This unconditional restoration promise flows
particularly into the life of Abraham (formerly Abraham) (see Genesis 12 and following) for the
creation of a nation. This nation Israel was promised a land that was likened to Eden (Genesis 13:10).

1. Covenant
After Israel was led by Moses from Egypt through the Red Sea to Mt. Sinai, God brought them to the
mountain to give them a national covenant (see Exodus 19-20). They are charged to be holy as God is
holy (Leviticus 20:7), and by judging the Canaanites (the seed of the Serpent) by casting them out of
the land (Deuteronomy 7:1-26). Just as with Adam, he was testing the nation’s resemblance to Him:

Leviticus 20:7-8 Consecrate yourselves, therefore, and be holy, for I am the LORD
your God. 8 Keep my statutes and do them; I am the LORD who sanctifies you.

2. Sin
Just like Adam, Israel fails to discharge her duties and breaks the conditional covenant God had
arranged with her (Isaiah 1:2-31; Jeremiah 1:1-37; Hosea 6:7).

Hosea 6:6-7 For I desire steadfast love and not sacrifice, the knowledge of God rather
than burnt offerings. 7 But like Adam they transgressed the covenant; there they
dealt faithlessly with me.

3. Exile
God banished Israel from the land (2 Kings 25:1-30; 2 Chronicles 36:17-21) and they were, as a nation,
exiled to Assyria and Babylon.

2 Chronicles 36:20 He took into exile in Babylon those who had escaped from the
sword, and they became servants to him and to his sons
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4. Restoration Promise
Throughout Israel’s failure over centuries after the covenant at Mt. Sinai, God graciously promised
restoration in the “latter days” for Israel by way of New Creation (Isaiah 65) , a New Covenant
(Jeremiah 31), a new Temple (Ezekiel 40-48), and a new Heart (Ezekiel 36). Although God had
brought them back to the land a number of years after their initial exile, it was obvious that the
remnants who returned were still awaiting the restoration of Israel in the future.

Isaiah 40:1-2 Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 2 Speak tenderly to
Jerusalem, and cry to her that her warfare is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned, that
she has received from the LORD's hand double for all her sins.

C. Jesus
Adam and Israel (a corporate Adam) failed to resemble God and do what he does, and thus proved
that the greatest of God’s creation, both on small and large scales, cannot not truly compare to Him.
The only way for both Adam and Israel to truly resemble God, was for God to incarnate them as
Jesus of Nazareth: the New Adam and the New Israel.

1. The New Adam
The apostle Paul makes this clear connection for us in Romans 5:12-21 and 1 Corinthians 15:45-49:

Romans 5:12-21 Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and
death through sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned-- 13 for sin
indeed was in the world before the law was given, but sin is not counted where there
is no law. 14 Yet death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those whose sinning
was not like the transgression of Adam, who was a type of the one who was to come.
15 But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if many died through one man's
trespass, much more have the grace of God and the free gift by the grace of that one
man Jesus Christ abounded for many. 16 And the free gift is not like the result of
that one man's sin. For the judgment following one trespass brought condemnation,
but the free gift following many trespasses brought justification. 17 For if, because
of one man's trespass, death reigned through that one man, much more will those
who receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of righteousness reign in life
through the one man Jesus Christ. 18 Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation
for all men, so one act of righteousness leads to justification and life for all men. 19
For as by the one man's disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one
man's obedience the many will be made righteous. 20 Now the law came in to
increase the trespass, but where sin increased, grace abounded all the more, 21 so
that, as sin reigned in death, grace also might reign through righteousness leading to
eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

1 Corinthians 15:15-28 We are even found to be misrepresenting God, because we
testified about God that he raised Christ, whom he did not raise if it is true that the
dead are not raised. 16 For if the dead are not raised, not even Christ has been raised.
17 And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins.



6

www.haverhillcc.org 17 Newcomb St. Haverhill, MA 01830 Phone: (978) 469-1925 Email: info@haverhillcc.org

18 Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. 19 If in Christ we
have hope in this life only, we are of all people most to be pitied. 20 But in fact
Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.
21 For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead.
22 For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. 23 But each in his
own order: Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ. 24
Then comes the end, when he delivers the kingdom to God the Father after
destroying every rule and every authority and power. 25 For he must reign until he
has put all his enemies under his feet. 26 The last enemy to be destroyed is death. 27
For "God has put all things in subjection under his feet." But when it says, "all things
are put in subjection," it is plain that he is excepted who put all things in subjection
under him. 28 When all things are subjected to him, then the Son himself will also
be subjected to him who put all things in subjection under him, that God may be all
in all.

1 Corinthians 15:45-50 45 Thus it is written, "The first man Adam became a living
being"; the last Adam became a life-giving spirit. 46 But it is not the spiritual that is
first but the natural, and then the spiritual. 47 The first man was from the earth, a
man of dust; the second man is from heaven. 48 As was the man of dust, so also are
those who are of the dust, and as is the man of heaven, so also are those who are of
heaven. 49 Just as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we shall also bear the
image of the man of heaven. 50 I tell you this, brothers: flesh and blood cannot
inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable.

Jesus was tempted by Satan (Mark 1:12-13), but resisted and cast him out of people everywhere
(Matthew 12:22-37)*. Jesus was called the Son of God, a title that truly only Adam could claim (Luke
3:38). His people are now being conformed to his image (Romans 8:29).

2. The New Israel
Although there is no one verse that says “Jesus is the New Israel”, it is very clear by description that
this is the case. First, by way of analogy, Israel is understood as God’s Son and as I have stated, Israel
is a corporate Adam. This is drawn out textually by Matthew’s quotation of Hosea 11:1 in Matthew 2:

Matthew 2:12-15 And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed
to their own country by another way. 13 Now when they had departed, behold, an
angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, "Rise, take the child and
his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you, for Herod is about to
search for the child, to destroy him." 14 And he rose and took the child and his
mother by night and departed to Egypt 15 and remained there until the death of
Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet, "Out of Egypt I
called my son."

Hosea 11:1-3 When Israel was a child, I loved him, and out of Egypt I called my son.
2 The more they were called, the more they went away; they kept sacrificing to the
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Baals and burning offerings to idols. 3 Yet it was I who taught Ephraim to walk; I
took them up by their arms, but they did not know that I healed them.

The way to really do justice to the original context of Hosea is to understand Jesus as the True Son of
God and, thus, true Israel. This is also demonstrated by the correspondences between Jesus and
Israel. Jesus came out of Egypt as did Israel. Jesus came through the Jordan from east to be baptized
as did Israel (see 1 Corinthians 10:1-10). Jesus was wandering in the wilderness for 40 days, as to 40
years for Israel. Jesus chose 12 disciples, as there were 12 tribes of Israel.

As the New Israel, he has come to expand Israel as God’s people, not replace them with Gentiles. As
the New Adam, he fuses people from every tribe, language, and nation to be God’s people, Israel.

Romans 2:28-29 For no one is a Jew who is merely one outwardly, nor is circumcision
outward and physical. 29 But a Jew is one inwardly, and circumcision is a matter of
the heart, by the Spirit, not by the letter. His praise is not from man but from God.

Courtesy of Roy Ciampa (Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary)
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IV. How does the Bible summarize the Bible?
The Old and New Testament authors summarized the Bible in many ways to highlight certain things.
Often, the Prophets would do so to recount the greatness of God, the sinfulness of Israel/humanity,
the judgment/exile that will come, and the restoration that would come through the Messiah. The
New Testament does the same thing in many instances, but it proclaims Jesus as the Messiah that has
come. Here are some examples.

Acts 3:12-26 "Men of Israel, why do you wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as
though by our own power or piety we have made him walk? 13 The God of Abraham,
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our fathers, glorified his servant
Jesus, whom you delivered over and denied in the presence of Pilate, when he had
decided to release him. 14 But you denied the Holy and Righteous One, and asked for a
murderer to be granted to you, 15 and you killed the Author of life, whom God raised
from the dead. To this we are witnesses. 16 And his name--by faith in his name--has
made this man strong whom you see and know, and the faith that is through Jesus has
given the man this perfect health in the presence of you all. 17 "And now, brothers, I
know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. 18 But what God foretold by
the mouth of all the prophets, that his Christ would suffer, he thus fulfilled. 19 Repent
therefore, and turn again, that your sins may be blotted out, 20 that times of refreshing
may come from the presence of the Lord, and that he may send the Christ appointed for
you, Jesus, 21 whom heaven must receive until the time for restoring all the things
about which God spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets long ago. 22 Moses said,
'The Lord God will raise up for you a prophet like me from your brothers. You shall
listen to him in whatever he tells you. 23 And it shall be that every soul who does not
listen to that prophet shall be destroyed from the people.' 24 And all the prophets who
have spoken, from Samuel and those who came after him, also proclaimed these days.
25 You are the sons of the prophets and of the covenant that God made with your
fathers, saying to Abraham, 'And in your offspring shall all the families of the earth be
blessed.' 26 God, having raised up his servant, sent him to you first, to bless you by

turning every one of you from your wickedness."

Acts 17:22-31 22 So Paul, standing in the midst of the Areopagus, said: "Men of Athens,
I perceive that in every way you are very religious. 23 For as I passed along and
observed the objects of your worship, I found also an altar with this inscription, 'To the
unknown god.' What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. 24 The
God who made the world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does
not live in temples made by man, 25 nor is he served by human hands, as though he
needed anything, since he himself gives to all mankind life and breath and everything.
26 And he made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the
earth, having determined allotted periods and the boundaries of their dwelling place,
27 that they should seek God, in the hope that they might feel their way toward him
and find him. Yet he is actually not far from each one of us, 28 for "'In him we live and
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move and have our being'; as even some of your own poets have said, "'For we are
indeed his offspring.' 29 Being then God's offspring, we ought not to think that the
divine being is like gold or silver or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination
of man. 30 The times of ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands all people
everywhere to repent, 31 because he has fixed a day on which he will judge the world
in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed; and of this he has given assurance
to all by raising him from the dead."

Hebrews 1:1-3 Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers
by the prophets, 2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he
appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world. 3 He is the
radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the
universe by the word of his power. After making purification for sins, he sat down at
the right hand of the Majesty on high

Hebrews 11:1-40 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of
things not seen. 2 For by it the people of old received their commendation. 3 By faith
we understand that the universe was created by the word of God, so that what is seen
was not made out of things that are visible. 4 By faith Abel offered to God a more
acceptable sacrifice than Cain, through which he was commended as righteous, God
commending him by accepting his gifts. And through his faith, though he died, he still
speaks. 5 By faith Enoch was taken up so that he should not see death, and he was not
found, because God had taken him. Now before he was taken he was commended as
having pleased God. 6 And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever
would draw near to God must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek
him. 7 By faith Noah, being warned by God concerning events as yet unseen, in
reverent fear constructed an ark for the saving of his household. By this he condemned
the world and became an heir of the righteousness that comes by faith. 8 By faith
Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was to receive as an

inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going. 9 By faith he went to
live in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob,
heirs with him of the same promise. 10 For he was looking forward to the city that has
foundations, whose designer and builder is God. 11 By faith Sarah herself received
power to conceive, even when she was past the age, since she considered him faithful
who had promised. 12 Therefore from one man, and him as good as dead, were born
descendants as many as the stars of heaven and as many as the innumerable grains of
sand by the seashore. 13 These all died in faith, not having received the things
promised, but having seen them and greeted them from afar, and having acknowledged
that they were strangers and exiles on the earth. 14 For people who speak thus make it
clear that they are seeking a homeland. 15 If they had been thinking of that land from
which they had gone out, they would have had opportunity to return. 16 But as it is,
they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be
called their God, for he has prepared for them a city. 17 By faith Abraham, when he
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was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the promises was in the act of
offering up his only son, 18 of whom it was said, "Through Isaac shall your offspring be
named." 19 He considered that God was able even to raise him from the dead, from
which, figuratively speaking, he did receive him back. 20 By faith Isaac invoked future
blessings on Jacob and Esau. 21 By faith Jacob, when dying, blessed each of the sons of
Joseph, bowing in worship over the head of his staff. 22 By faith Joseph, at the end of
his life, made mention of the exodus of the Israelites and gave directions concerning his
bones. 23 By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden for three months by his
parents, because they saw that the child was beautiful, and they were not afraid of the
king's edict. 24 By faith Moses, when he was grown up, refused to be called the son of
Pharaoh's daughter, 25 choosing rather to be mistreated with the people of God than to
enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin. 26 He considered the reproach of Christ greater
wealth than the treasures of Egypt, for he was looking to the reward. 27 By faith he left
Egypt, not being afraid of the anger of the king, for he endured as seeing him who is
invisible. 28 By faith he kept the Passover and sprinkled the blood, so that the
Destroyer of the firstborn might not touch them. 29 By faith the people crossed the Red
Sea as on dry land, but the Egyptians, when they attempted to do the same, were
drowned. 30 By faith the walls of Jericho fell down after they had been encircled for
seven days. 31 By faith Rahab the prostitute did not perish with those who were
disobedient, because she had given a friendly welcome to the spies. 32 And what more
shall I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David
and Samuel and the prophets-- 33 who through faith conquered kingdoms, enforced
justice, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, 34 quenched the power of fire,
escaped the edge of the sword, were made strong out of weakness, became mighty in
war, put foreign armies to flight. 35 Women received back their dead by resurrection.
Some were tortured, refusing to accept release, so that they might rise again to a better
life. 36 Others suffered mocking and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. 37
They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were killed with the sword. They went
about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, afflicted, mistreated-- 38 of whom the

world was not worthy--wandering about in deserts and mountains, and in dens and
caves of the earth. 39 And all these, though commended through their faith, did not
receive what was promised, 40 since God had provided something better for us, that
apart from us they should not be made perfect.

Revelation 12:1-17 And a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the
sun, with the moon under her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars. 2 She was
pregnant and was crying out in birth pains and the agony of giving birth. 3 And
another sign appeared in heaven: behold, a great red dragon, with seven heads and ten
horns, and on his heads seven diadems. 4 His tail swept down a third of the stars of
heaven and cast them to the earth. And the dragon stood before the woman who was
about to give birth, so that when she bore her child he might devour it. 5 She gave birth
to a male child, one who is to rule all the nations with a rod of iron, but her child was
caught up to God and to his throne, 6 and the woman fled into the wilderness, where
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she has a place prepared by God, in which she is to be nourished for 1,260 days. 7 Now
war arose in heaven, Michael and his angels fighting against the dragon. And the
dragon and his angels fought back, 8 but he was defeated, and there was no longer any
place for them in heaven. 9 And the great dragon was thrown down, that ancient
serpent, who is called the devil and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world--he was
thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him. 10 And I heard
a loud voice in heaven, saying, "Now the salvation and the power and the kingdom of
our God and the authority of his Christ have come, for the accuser of our brothers has
been thrown down, who accuses them day and night before our God. 11 And they have
conquered him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, for they
loved not their lives even unto death. 12 Therefore, rejoice, O heavens and you who
dwell in them! But woe to you, O earth and sea, for the devil has come down to you in
great wrath, because he knows that his time is short!" 13 And when the dragon saw
that he had been thrown down to the earth, he pursued the woman who had given birth
to the male child. 14 But the woman was given the two wings of the great eagle so that
she might fly from the serpent into the wilderness, to the place where she is to be
nourished for a time, and times, and half a time. 15 The serpent poured water like a
river out of his mouth after the woman, to sweep her away with a flood. 16 But the
earth came to the help of the woman, and the earth opened its mouth and swallowed
the river that the dragon had poured from his mouth. 17 Then the dragon became
furious with the woman and went off to make war on the rest of her offspring, on those
who keep the commandments of God and hold to the testimony of Jesus. And he stood
on the sand of the sea.
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The “Bookends” of Biblical Theology

God's ultimate purpose in redemptive history is to create a people to dwell in his presence, glorifying him
through numerous varied activities and enjoying him forever. The story begins with God in eternal glory, and it
ends with God and his people in eternal glory. At the center stands the cross, where God revealed his glory
through his Son.

The biblical story of redemption must be understood within the larger story of creation. First Adam, and later
Israel, was placed in God's sanctuary (the garden and the Promised Land, respectively), but both Adam and
Israel failed to be a faithful, obedient steward, and both were expelled from the sanctuary God had created for
them. But Jesus Christ—the second Adam, the son of Abraham, the son of David—was faithful and obedient to
God. Though the world killed him, God raised him to life, which meant that death was defeated. Through his
Spirit, God pours into sinners the resurrection life of his Son, creating a new humanity “in Christ.” Those who
are “in Christ” move through death into new life and exaltation in God's sanctuary, there to enjoy his presence
forever.

The “bookends” of the biblical theology concept illustrates that in the third-to-last chapter of the Bible
(Revelation 20) God removes his enemies—Satan, death, and evil—that entered the story line in the third
chapter of the Bible (Genesis 3), thus completing the story of redemption. The last two chapters (Revelation 21–
22) don't simply restore the first two chapters (Genesis 1–2); they go beyond them to a world that is fully
ordered and holy, in which God is fully present with his people, completing the story of creation.



How does the Bible as a whole fit together? The events 
recorded in the Bible took place over a span of thousands 
of years and in several different cultural settings. What is 
their unifying thread?

One unifying thread in the Bible is its divine author-
ship. Every book of the Bible is God’s word. The events re-
corded in the Bible are there because God wanted them 
recorded, and he had them recorded with his people and 
their instruction in mind: “For whatever was written in 
former days was written for our instruction, that through 
endurance and through the encouragement of the Scrip-
tures we might have hope” (Rom. 15:4).

God’s Plan for History
The Bible also makes it clear that God has a unified plan 

for all of history. His ultimate purpose, “a plan for the full-
ness of time,” is “to unite all things in him [Christ], things 
in heaven and things on earth” (Eph. 1:10), “to the praise 
of his glory” (Eph. 1:12). God had this plan even from the 
beginning: “remember the former things of old; for I am 
God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is none 
like me, declaring the end from the beginning and from 
ancient times things not yet done, saying, ‘My counsel 
shall stand, and I will accomplish all my purpose’ ” (Isa. 
46:9–10). “When the fullness of time had come,” when the 
moment was appropriate in God’s plan, “God sent forth 
his Son, born of woman, born under the law, to redeem 
those who were under the law” (Gal. 4:4–5).

The work of Christ on earth, and especially his cruci-
fixion and resurrection, is the climax of history; it is the 
great turning point at which God actually accomplished 
the salvation toward which history had been moving 
throughout the OT. The present era looks back on Christ’s 
completed work but also looks forward to the consumma-
tion of his work when Christ will come again and when 
there will appear “new heavens and a new earth in which 
righteousness dwells” (2 Pet. 3:13; see Rev. 21:1–22:5).

The unity of God’s plan makes it appropriate for 
him to include promises and predictions at earlier points 
in time, and then for the fulfillments of these to come at 
later points. Sometimes the promises take explicit form, as 
when God promises the coming of the Messiah, the great 
Savior whom Israel expected (Isa. 9:6–7). Sometimes the 
promises take symbolic form, as when God commanded 
animal sacrifices to be offered as a symbol for the for-
giveness of sins (Leviticus 4). In themselves, the animal 
sacrifices were not able to remove sins permanently and 
to atone for them permanently (Heb. 10:1–18). They 
pointed forward to Christ, who is the final and complete 
sacrifice for sins.

Christ in the Old Testament
Since God’s plan focuses on Christ and his glory (Eph. 

1:10), it is natural that the promises of God and the 
symbols in the OT all point forward to him. “For all the 
promises of God find their Yes in him [Christ]” (2 Cor. 1:20). 
When Christ appeared to the disciples after his resurrec-
tion, his teaching focused on leading them to understand 
how the OT pointed to him: “And he said to them, ‘O fool-
ish ones, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets 
have spoken! Was it not necessary that the Christ should 
suffer these things and enter into his glory?’ And begin-
ning with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to 
them in all the Scriptures the things concerning himself” 
(Luke 24:25–27). One could also look at Luke 24:44–48: 
“Then he said to them, ‘These are my words that I spoke 
to you while I was still with you, that everything written 
about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the 
Psalms must be fulfilled.’ Then he opened their minds to 
understand the Scriptures, and said to them, ‘Thus it is 
written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day 
rise from the dead, and that repentance and forgiveness 
of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, 
beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these 
things.’ ”

When the Bible says that “he opened their minds to 
understand the Scriptures” (Luke 24:45), it cannot mean 
just a few scattered predictions about the Messiah. It 
means the OT as a whole, encompassing all three of the 
major divisions of the OT that the Jews traditionally rec-
ognized. “The Law of Moses” includes Genesis to Deuter-
onomy. “The Prophets” include both the “former proph-
ets” (the historical books Joshua, Judges, 1–2 Samuel, and 
1–2 Kings) and the “latter prophets” (Isaiah, Jeremiah, Eze-
kiel, Daniel, and the 12 Minor Prophets, Hosea–Malachi). 
“The Psalms” is representative of the third grouping by the 
Jews, called the “Writings.” At the heart of understanding 
all these OT books is the truth that they point forward to 
the suffering of Christ, his resurrection, and the subse-
quent spread of the gospel to “all nations” (Luke 24:47). 
The OT as a whole, through its promises, its symbols, and 
its pictures of salvation, looks forward to the actual ac-
complishment of salvation that took place once-for-all in 
the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

The Promises of God
In what ways does the OT look forward to Christ? First, 

it directly points forward through promises of salvation and 
promises concerning God’s commitment to his people. God gave 
some specific promises in the OT relating to the coming 
of Christ as the Messiah, the Savior in the line of David. 
Through the prophet Micah, God promises that the Mes-
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siah is to be born in Bethlehem, the city of David (Mic. 5:2), 
a prophecy strikingly fulfilled in the NT (Matt. 2:1–12). 
But God often gives more general promises concerning 
a future great day of salvation, without spelling out all 
the details of how he will accomplish it (e.g., Isa. 25:6–9; 
60:1–7). Sometimes he promises simply to be their God 
(see Gen. 17:7).

One common refrain is that, “I will be their God, and 
they shall be my people” (cf. Jer. 31:33; Hos. 2:23; Zech. 
8:8; 13:9; Heb. 8:10). Variations on this broad theme may 
sometimes focus more on the people and what they will 
be, while at other times they focus on God and what he 
will do. God’s promise to “be their God” is really his com-
prehensive commitment to be with his people, to care 
for them, to discipline them, to protect them, to supply 
their needs, and to have  a personal relationship with 
them. If that commitment continues, it promises to re-
sult ultimately in the final salvation that God works out 
in Christ.

The principle extends to all the promises in the OT. 
“For all the promises of God find their Yes in him [Christ]” 
(2 Cor. 1:20). Sometimes God gives immediate, temporal 
blessings. These blessings are only a foretaste of the rich, 
eternal blessings that come through Christ: “Blessed be 
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 
blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the 
heavenly places” (Eph. 1:3).

Warnings and Curses
God’s relation to people includes not only blessings 

but also warnings, threatenings, and cursings. These 
are appropriate because of God’s righteous reaction to 
sin. They anticipate and point forward to Christ in two 
distinct ways. First, Christ is the Lamb of God, the sin-bearer 
(John 1:29; 1 Pet. 2:24). He was innocent of sin, but be-
came sin for us and bore the curse of God on the cross 
(2 Cor. 5:21; Gal. 3:13). Every instance of the wrath of God 
against sin, and his punishments of sin, looks forward to 
the wrath that was poured out on Christ on the cross.

Second, Christ at his second coming wars against sin and 
exterminates it. The second coming and the consumma-
tion are the time when the final judgment against sin is 
executed. All earlier judgments against sin anticipate the 
final judgment. Christ during his earthly life anticipated 
this final judgment when he cast out demons and when 
he denounced the sins of the religious leaders.

Covenants
The promises of God in the OT come in the context 

not only of God’s commitment to his people but also of 
instruction about the people’s commitment and obliga-
tions to God. Noah, Abraham, and others whom God 
meets and addresses are called on to respond not only 
with trust in God’s promises but with lives that begin to 
bear fruit from their fellowship with God. The relation of 
God to his people is summed up in various covenants that 
God makes with people. A covenant between two human 
beings is a binding commitment obliging them to deal 
faithfully with one another (as with Jacob and Laban in 
Gen. 31:44). When God makes a covenant with man, God 
is the sovereign, so he specifies the obligations on both 
sides. “I will be their God” is the fundamental obligation 
on God’s side, while “they shall be my people” is the fun-
damental obligation on the human side. But then there 
are variations in the details.

For example, when God first calls Abram he says, “Go 
from your country and your kindred and your father’s 
house to the land that I will show you” (Gen. 12:1). This 
commandment specifies an obligation on the part of 
Abram, an obligation on the human side. God also indi-
cates what he will do on his part: “And I will make of you 
a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name 
great, so that you will be a blessing” (Gen. 12:2). God’s 
commitment takes the form of promises, blessings, and 
curses. The promises and blessings point forward to Christ, 
who is the fulfillment of the promises and the source of 
final blessings. The curses point forward to Christ both in 
his bearing the curse and in his execution of judgment and 
curse against sin, especially at the second coming.

The obligations on the human side of the covenants 
are also related to Christ. Christ is fully man as well as 
fully God. As a man, he stands with his people on the hu-
man side. He fulfilled the obligations of God’s covenants 
through his perfect obedience (Heb. 5:8). He received the 
reward of obedience in his resurrection and ascension (see 
Phil. 2:9–10). The OT covenants on their human side thus 
point forward to his achievement.

By dealing with the wrath of God against sin, Christ 
changed a situation of alienation from God to a situ-
ation of peace. He reconciled believers to God (2 Cor. 
5:18–21; Rom. 5:6–11). He brought personal intimacy 
with God, and the privilege of being children of God 
(Rom. 8:14–17). This intimacy is what all the OT cov-
enants anticipated. In Isaiah, God even declares that his 
servant, the Messiah, will be the covenant for the people 
(see Isa. 42:6; 49:8).

Offspring
It is worthwhile to focus on one specific element in 

OT covenants, namely, the promise concerning offspring. 
In making a covenant with Abram, God calls on him to 
“walk before me, and be blameless” (Gen. 17:1). That is 
a human obligation in the covenant. On the divine side, 
God promises that he will make Abram “the father of a 
multitude of nations” (Gen. 17:4), and he renames him 
Abraham (Gen. 17:5). The covenant with Abraham in 
fact extends beyond Abraham to his posterity: “And 
I will establish my covenant between me and you and 
your offspring after you throughout their generations for 
an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your 
offspring after you. And I will give to you and to your 
offspring after you the land of your sojournings, all the 
land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession, and I will 
be their God” (Gen. 17:7–8).

The promises made to Abraham are exceedingly im-
portant within the OT because they are the foundation for 
the nation of Israel. The history after Abraham shows that 
Abraham had a son, Isaac, in fulfillment of God’s promise 
to Sarah. Isaac was the immediate result of God’s promise 
of offspring who will inherit the land. Isaac in turn had 
a son, Jacob, and Jacob was the father of 12 sons who in 
turn multiplied into the 12 tribes of Israel. The nation 
of Israel became the next stage in the offspring that God 
promised.

But how does this relate to Christ? Christ is the descen-
dant of David and of Abraham, as the genealogy in Mat-
thew indicates (Matt. 1:1). Christ is the offspring of Abra-
ham. In fact, he is the offspring in a uniquely emphatic 
sense: “Now the promises were made to Abraham and to 
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his offspring. It does not say, ‘And to offsprings,’ referring 
to many, but referring to one, ‘And to your offspring,’ who 
is Christ” (Gal. 3:16; see notes on Gen. 22:15–18).

Abraham was told to “walk before me, and be blame-
less” (Gen. 17:1). Abraham was basically a man of faith 
who trusted God (Gal. 3:9; Heb. 11:8–12, 17–19). But 
Abraham also had his failures and sins. Who will walk 
before God and be blameless in an ultimate way? Not 
Abraham. Not anyone else on earth either, except Christ 
himself (Heb. 4:15). All the other candidates for being 
“offspring” of Abraham ultimately fail to be blameless. 
Thus the covenant with Abraham has an unbreakable 
tie to Christ. Christ is the ultimate offspring to whom 
the other offspring all point. One may go down the list 
of offspring: Isaac, Jacob, then the sons of Jacob. Among 
these sons, Judah is their leader who will have kingship 
(Gen. 49:10). David is the descendant of Abraham and Ju-
dah; Solomon is the descendant of David; and then comes 
Rehoboam and the others who descend from David and 
Solomon (Matt. 1:1–16).

Christ is not only the descendant of all of them by le-
gal right; he is also superior to all of them as the uniquely 
blameless offspring. Through Christ believers are united 
to him and thereby themselves become “Abraham’s off-
spring” (Gal. 3:29). Believers, Jews and Gentiles alike, 
become heirs to the promises of God made to Abraham 
and his offspring: “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there 
is neither slave nor free, there is no male and female, for 
you are all one in Christ Jesus. And if you are Christ’s, then 
you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to promise” 
(Gal. 3:28–29).

Christ as the Last Adam
Christ is not only the offspring of Abraham, but—

reaching back farther in time to an earlier promise of 
God—the offspring of the woman: “I will put enmity 
between you [the serpent] and the woman, and between 
your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, 
and you shall bruise his heel” (Gen. 3:15). The conquest 
over the serpent, and therefore the conquest of evil and 
the reversal of its effects, is to take place through the 
offspring of the woman. One can trace this offspring 
down from Eve through Seth and his godly descendants, 
through Noah, and down to Abraham, where God’s prom-
ise takes the specific form of offspring for Abraham (see 
Luke 3:23–38, which traces Jesus’ genealogy all the way 
back to Adam). Thus Christ is not only the offspring of 
Abraham but the last Adam (1 Cor. 15:45–49). Like Adam, 
he represents all who belong to him. And he reverses the 
effects of Adam’s fall.

Shadows, Prefigures, and “Types”
The NT constantly talks about Christ and the salva-

tion that he has brought. That is obvious. What is not 
so obvious is that the same is true of the OT, though it 
does this by way of anticipation. It gives us “shadows” and 
“types” of the things that were to come (see 1 Cor. 10:6, 
11; Heb. 8:5).

For example, 1  Corinthians 10:6 indicates that the 
events the Israelites experienced in the wilderness were 
“examples for us.” And 1 Corinthians 10:11 says, “Now 
these things happened to them as an example, but they 
were written down for our instruction, on whom the end 
of the ages has come.” In 1 Corinthians 10:6 and 11, the 

Greek word for “example” is typos, from which derives the 
English word “type” (cf. Rom. 5:14).

A “type,” in the language of theology, is a special ex-
ample, symbol, or picture that God designed beforehand, and 
that he placed in history at an earlier point in time in order to 
point forward to a later, larger fulfillment. Animal sacrifices 
in the OT prefigure the final sacrifice of Christ. So these 
animal sacrifices were “types” of Christ. The temple, as 
a dwelling place for God, prefigured Christ, who is the 
final “dwelling place” of God, and through whom God 
comes to be with his people (Matt. 1:23; John 2:21). The 
OT priests were types of Christ, who is the final high 
priest (Heb. 7:11–8:7).

Fulfillment takes place preeminently in Christ (Eph. 
1:10; 2 Cor. 1:20). But in the NT those people who are 
“in Christ,” who place their trust in him and experience 
fellowship with his person and his blessings, receive the 
benefits of what he has accomplished, and therefore one 
can also find anticipations or “types” in the OT that point 
forward to the NT church, the people in the NT who be-
long to Christ. For example, the OT temple not only pre-
figured Christ, whose body is the temple (John 2:21), but 
prefigured the church, which is also called a temple (1 Cor. 
3:16–17), because it is indwelt by the Holy Spirit. Some OT 
symbols also may point forward especially to the consum-
mation of salvation that takes place in the new heaven and 
the new earth yet to come (2 Pet. 3:13; Rev. 21:1–22:5). Old 
Testament Jerusalem prefigured the new Jerusalem that 
will come “down out of heaven from God” (Rev. 21:2).

Christ the Mediator
The Bible makes it clear that ever since the fall of Adam 

into sin, sin and its consequences have been the perva-
sive problem of the human race. It is a constant theme 
running through the Bible. Sin is rebellion against God, 
and it deserves death: “the wages of sin is death” (Rom. 
6:23). God is holy, and no sinful human being, not even 
a great man like Moses, can stand in the presence of God 
without dying: “you cannot see my face, for man shall not 
see me and live” (Ex. 33:20). Sinful man needs a mediator 
who will approach God on his behalf. Christ, who is both 
God and man, and who is innocent of sin, is the only one 
who can serve: “there is one mediator between God and 
men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom 
for all” (1 Tim. 2:5–6).

Though there is only one mediator in an ultimate 
sense, in a subordinate way various people in the OT 
serve in some kind of mediatorial capacity. Moses is one 
of them. He went up to Mount Sinai to meet God while 
all the people waited at the bottom of the mountain 
(Exodus 19). When the people of Israel were terrified at 
hearing God’s audible voice from the mountain, they 
asked for Moses to bring them God’s words from then 
on (Ex. 20:18–21). God approved of the arrangement in-
volving Moses bringing his words to the people (Deut. 
5:28–33).

But if there is only one mediator, as 1 Timothy 2:5 says, 
how could Moses possibly serve in that way? Moses was 
not the ultimate mediator, but he prefigured Christ’s me-
diation. Because Moses was sinful, he could not possibly 
have survived the presence of God without forgiveness, 
that is, without having a sinless mediator on his own be-
half. God welcomed Moses into his presence only because, 
according to the plan of God, Christ was to come and make 
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atonement for Moses. The benefits of Christ’s work were 
reckoned beforehand for Moses’ benefit. And so it must 
have been for all the OT saints. How could they have been 
saved otherwise? God is perfectly holy, and they all needed 
perfection. Perfection was graciously reckoned to them 
because of Christ, who was to come.

That means that there is only one way of salvation, 
throughout the OT as well as in the NT. Only Christ can 
save us. “And there is salvation in no one else, for there is 
no other name under heaven given among men by which 
we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). The instances of salvation 
in the OT all depend on Christ. And in the OT, salvation 
frequently comes through a mediator, a person or insti-
tution that stands between God and man. All the small 
instances of mediation in the OT prefigure Christ. How 
else could it be, since there is only one mediator and one 
way of salvation?

So understanding of the unity of the Bible increases 
when one pays attention to instances where God brings sal-
vation, and instances where a mediator stands between God 
and man. These instances include not only cases where 
God brings spiritual salvation in the form of personal fel-
lowship, spiritual intimacy, and the promise of eternal 
life with God. They also include instances of temporal, 
external deliverance—“salvation” in a physical sense, 
which prefigures salvation in a spiritual sense. And in-
deed, salvation is not merely spiritual. Christians look for-
ward to the resurrection of the body and to “new heavens 

and a new earth in which righteousness dwells” (2 Pet. 
3:13). Personal salvation starts with renewal of the heart, 
but in the end it will be comprehensive and cosmic in 
scope. The OT, when it pays attention to physical land 
and physical prosperity and physical health, anticipates 
the physicality of the believer’s prosperity in the new 
heavens and the new earth.

Instances of mediators in the OT include prophets, 
kings, and priests. Prophets bring the word of God from 
God to the people. Kings, when they submit to God, bring 
God’s rule to bear on the people. Priests represent the peo-
ple in coming before God’s presence. Christ is the final 
prophet, king, and priest who fulfills all three functions in 
a final way (Heb. 1:1–3). One can also look at wise men, who 
bring God’s wisdom to others; warriors, who bring God’s 
deliverance from enemies; and singers, who bring praise 
to God on behalf of the people and speak of the character 
of God to the people.

Mediation occurs not only through human figures, but 
through institutions. Covenants play a mediatorial role 
in bringing God’s word to the people. The temple brings 
God’s presence to the people. The animal sacrifices bring 
God’s forgiveness to the people. In reading the Bible one 
should look for ways in which God brings his word and 
his presence to people through means that he establishes. 
All these means perform a kind of mediatorial role, and 
because there is only one mediator, it is clear that they all 
point to Christ.  


